
The Life of Joseph 

The Don’ts of Relating (Particularly as a Parent) 
 

 

Review: 

Someone some up Joseph’s life growing up 

What was the main reason for looking into Joseph’s past in such detail? 

 

God’s Process for Healing: 

1. Creates recognition – Joseph in the pit 

2. Creates separation – Joseph in Egypt 

Read Math. 10:34-36, Micah 7 

3. Creates down time for healing – Joseph in jails 

4. Creates an awakened walk – process of Joseph’s family being summoned back 

 

This week and next I want to focus on Joseph’s dad Jacob again 

But more from the vantage point of the affects of the relationship and how it may have affected Joseph 

Again, the goal is to understand Joseph, to feel his life and experience 

But we can also glean some great things by studying those around him 

In the case of his father it is usually what not to do 

 

And in this section of Joseph’s life and study of his father, I want to focus on 2 particular traits in Jacob’s parenting that 

were particularly bad 

One this week and one next 

Hopefully by looking at this we can not only learn what not to do, but possibly connect with our own pasts and how 

some of us may have been affected 

Although this is in the context of a parent child relationship, it is really about relating all together 

 

Let’s read through several passages this morning 

Many of which we already have looked at, but from a slightly different angle 

 

Taking of Concubine: 

Gen. 30:3-4  Then she said, "Here is Bilhah, my maidservant. Sleep with her so that she can bear children for me and 

that through her I too can build a family."  So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife. Jacob slept with her, 

Was this the right thing to do? 

What does Jacob do? 

 

Hidden idols: 

Gen. 31:17-19 Then Jacob put his children and his wives on camels, and he drove all his livestock ahead of him, along 

with all the goods he had accumulated in Paddan Aram, to go to his father Isaac in the land of Canaan.  When Laban 

had gone to shear his sheep, Rachel stole her father's household gods. 

35:4  So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at 

Shechem. 

How did Jacob know there were idols in his camp?  Do you think he didn’t know?  What was his response? 

 

Rape of Dinah: 

34:1-5, 11-13 Now Dinah, the daughter Leah had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the women of the land.  When 

Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her and violated her.  His heart was drawn to 

Dinah daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke tenderly to her.  And Shechem said to his father Hamor, "Get 

me this girl as my wife."  When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been defiled, his sons were in the fields with 

his livestock; so he kept quiet about it until they came home. 

Then Shechem said to Dinah's father and brothers, "Let me find favor in your eyes, and I will give you whatever you 

ask.  Make the price for the bride and the gift I am to bring as great as you like, and I'll pay whatever you ask me. Only 

give me the girl as my wife."  Because their sister Dinah had been defiled, Jacob's sons replied deceitfully as they spoke 

to Shechem and his father Hamor. 

Who is spoken to?  Who responds?  Why? 



 

Trouble at Shechem: 

Gen. 34:25-30 Three days later, while all of them were still in pain, two of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's 

brothers, took their swords and attacked the unsuspecting city, killing every male.  They put Hamor and his son 

Shechem to the sword and took Dinah from Shechem's house and left.  The sons of Jacob came upon the dead bodies 

and looted the city where their sister had been defiled.  They seized their flocks and herds and donkeys and everything 

else of theirs in the city and out in the fields.  They carried off all their wealth and all their women and children, taking 

as plunder everything in the houses.  Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, "You have brought trouble on me by making 

me a stench to the Canaanites and Perizzites, the people living in this land. We are few in number, and if they join 

forces against me and attack me, I and my household will be destroyed." 

Who is the subject of these verses? 

When Jacob does get involved, and moves past his pacifism, why does he do it?  What drives him? 

What happens with all the plunder?  Does this matter? 

 

Reuben and Bilhah: 

Gen. 35:22 While Israel was living in that region, Reuben went in and slept with his father's concubine Bilhah, and 

Israel heard of it. 

Maybe Jacob didn’t really care.  Is that why he remained quiet?  Because she wasn’t one of his main wives? 

49:1-4 Then Jacob called for his sons and said: "Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in days to 

come.  "Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to your father Israel.  "Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, the 

first sign of my strength, excelling in honor, excelling in power.  Turbulent as the waters, you will no longer excel, for 

you went up onto your father's bed, onto my couch and defiled it. 

 

OK, we’ve looked at several passages on Joseph’s Dad Jacob 

Is there a theme running through here? 

How would your characterize Jacob? How would you describe him? 

 

Passivity is Relationship cryptonite 

 

Jacob is totally uninvolved, unless of course it is going affect him directly like the issue with Shechem 

This is almost the definition of a narcissistic person 

He is totally self-absorbed 

You see it moves way past, well he’s just quiet, he’s just introverted 

He just isn’t a really strong or forceful man 

These sections we have read are not just run of the mill events 

They are extremely painful situations 

Look at the situation w/ Dinah…WOW! 

There isn’t really anything here for ME other than a mess, so why get involved 

Oh Shechem, I have to leave, I might get tracked down, well, now that’s a problem 

 

Passivity is a death nail to relationships 

In our men’s study on David, Mark Perry spoke on issue not being fighting, but a closed spirit 

When you get to the point in your relationships where you say, I’ve been hurt here before, that’s it, your 

relationship is really in trouble 

Now some relationships call for this because they are so abusive 

But more often we close ourselves off in relationships where we shouldn’t 

 

And passivity breeds several things: 

 

• Breeds Anger and Frustration 

Reuben’s response 

Judah and Levi’s response 

Brothers response to Joseph 

 

• Communicates a lack of love and worth 

When kids lack boundaries, they lack the communication that they are important enough to protect 

Joseph’s desire to be recognized by telling his dreams 



Linda and no curfew though friends all had one 

It’s less important that we figure out HOW Jacob should have reacted, as it is that he SHOULD HAVE reacted 

 


